Professional Development Institute for Agriscience Educators
June 20 - 23, 2011

Lost Lake Woods Club

4243 Lost Lake Trail
Lincoln, MI 48742-9416
(989) 736-8197

Monday, June 20th 

8:00 – 9:00 am
Registration and breakfast (LLWC)
9:00 - 9:30
Welcome to Lost Lake Woods Club
· Conservation Management Committee Presentation 

(Ron Lamrock - manager)

· Managing forests, wildlife, & people within Lost Lake Woods Club

9:30 – 10:45
TB/Chronic Wasting Disease Update 
· Elaine Carlson – MDNR Wildlife Biologist (retired)

· Tammy Lacross – MDA

· Warren MacNeill – MDNR Conservation Officer

10:45 – 11:00 
Break
11:00 – 12:00
MAAE Meeting
12:00 - 12:45 pm
Lunch at Lost Lake Woods Club
1:00 – 6:00
Alcona County Agriscience Tours
1:00 – 2:30
Alcona Community Schools Agriscience Program

· Sugar Shack Tour; Biodiesel Production; Saw Mill Operation

2:30-2:45
Break

2:45 – 5:30
Glenview Clydesdale Farm Tour 
(Harrisville)



Cedarbrook Trout Farm Tour
(Harrisville)




OR



Peyerk’s Little Acres 

(Glennie)

(with 4:30-4:45 Break)


5:30-6:00
Travel and Networking Time
6:00 – 7:30
Family Dinner at Lost Lake Woods Club 
(Badger Lake Pavilion near LLWC Lodge - catered by Smokey’s Restaurant)
7:30- 9:30
Family Time / Social Time
· Golf; Beach Time

· Skeet Shooting





-    Pontoon Boat Cruise around Hubbard Lake

Tuesday, June 21st  

7:00 – 8:15 am
Breakfast at Lost Lake Woods Club
8:15 -  9:00 am
Depart for Alpena High School (travel in personal vehicles)
9:00 – 11:30
Alpena Area Morning Tours


Option A (Forest Products Tours):

· DPI Manufacturing

· NEMROC (Northeastern Rehabilitation and Opportunity Center)



Option B (Fisheries and Marine Tours)

· MDNRE Fisheries Research Station (Chinook Research Vessel)

· Great Lakes Maritime Heritage Center

(Break 10:15-10:30)

11:30 - 12:15 pm
Lunch at Great Lakes Maritime Heritage Center (catered by the Fresh 




Palate) 

12:15-12:30
Travel Time

12:15 – 4:00
 Alpena Area Afternoon Educational Sessions


Option A:

· Lafarge Cement Plant & Lafarge Quarry

· AJ’s Fresh Produce



Option B:

· Alpena Shipwreck Glass Bottom Boat Tours 


(w/ Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative) 


4:15 – 4:45
Alpena High School Agriscience Program & 




Northeast Michigan CTE Center Tour
5:00 – 6:00 
Dinner at Alpena High School 



(catered by JJ’s Steak and Pizza House - John Benson)
6:00 - 10:00
Optional Evening Activities 
· Walleye Fishing on Thunder Bay

· Golf at Lost Lake Woods Club

Wednesday, June 22nd 

7:30 – 9:00 am
Breakfast at Lost Lake Woods Club
· 0-9, 10, 20, 30 Reports

9:00 – 10:30
Timber Management Practices and Demonstration On-Site



(LLWC Forest Consultant)



MDNR Fire Management Demonstration 



(Rodger MacNeill)

10:30 – 12:00
National and State FFA Update / MDE Update / MSU Update



(Larry Gossen; Dave Wyrick; Matt Raven)
12:00 – 12:45
Lunch at Lost Lake Woods Club (continue update if necessary)
12:45 – 1:30
Teachers Teaching Teachers Workshops
· Horse Judging (Tracy Hoffman) 

· TRAC Review Process & Program Funding

(Mark Forbush & Torey Birchmeier) 

· Environmental Skills (Gerard Reaume)

1:30 – 2:30
MAAE Meeting
2:30

 Adjourn
3:00 – 4:30
 MAAE Board Meeting
Event Descriptions

Tours & Presentations:

· Alcona Community Schools Agriscience Program – (Lincoln)

Alcona Community High School’s Agriscience Program tour will visit an 850 square foot maple syrup production facility (Sugar Shack) that was constructed in 2007 by Alcona Agriscience students and FFA members.  Alcona FFA members produce approximately 200 gallons of maple syrup annually in the facility.  Students operate a biodiesel processor from which they produce enough biodiesel to run their maple syrup evaporator.  The tour will take you through Alcona’s Agriscience shop and classroom and teachers will have the opportunity to operate a portable ban saw mill.     

· Glenview Clydesdale Farm Tour – (Harrisville)

Glenview is a 30 horse Clydesdale farm that also manages over 1,000 acres of crops.  The farm is owned and operated by Glen and Pat Perkins who show their Clydesdales all over the country in competitive shows.

· Cedarbrook Trout Farm – (Harrisville)

Cedarbrook Trout Farm is one of 7 licensed trout hatcheries remaining in the State of Michigan.  Owner, Jerry Kahn strips all of his own eggs and hatches trout on his farm each year and raises over 20,000 lbs of brook, brown, and rainbow trout annually.  Over 750,000 gallons natural spring water flows through Cedarbrook each day.  

· Peyerk’s Little Acres – (Glennie)

Owner Dan and Charlotte Peyerk purchased over 1,100 acres of land in 1999 and since have managed the land for whitetail, wild turkey and other wildlife populations.  Mr. and Mrs. Peyerk have planted over 700 rows of different species of trees on their property.  Dan and Charlotte’s 14,000 square foot lodge showcases over 500 animals they have mounted in their lodge.   Dan was recognized in 2010 as the Distinguised Hunter of the year in Canada while Charlotte received the “Dianna Award” which annually recognizes the ultimate female hunter of the world.  Dan is a past member of the Harbor Beach FFA Chapter and he and Charlotte are honored to have Agriscience teachers visit their lodge.    

· DPI Manufacturing – (Alpena)

DPI (Decorative Panels International) is a wood processing facility that produces hardboard for the construction industry from local wood chips.  This is the only "wet-process" facility in the US to do so.  The facility is over 50 years in the works but the focus of the tour will be on the modern laboratory exercises that they perform.  Water is a primary component of the process and water quality is of a high priority for the company.  They also have a comprehensive biosolids waste management program.  See how wood chips transform into bathroom wall board while the environment stays clean and safe.

· NEMROC (Northeastern Rehabilitation & Opportunity Center)  – (Alpena)

NEMROC is a local company that uses products from the natural resources of the area to employ community members who have disabilities (mild to severe).  North Eastern Michigan Rehabilitation and Opportunity Center has facilities in Alpena  and Hillman.  They have a full sawmill operation, kiln drying, sorting/grading, pallet construction, production of paint sticks, rulers and yardsticks and also uses the waste material for alternative energy production for the facility.  This facility offers meaningful employment for many individuals that may not have other opportunities while being energy conscious and providing advanced technology.

· MDNR Fisheries Research Station – (Alpena)

The Alpena Fisheries Research Station is an active research facility on Lake Huron.  At the station we will visit with several fishery biologists and learn about several issues facing Lake Huron today.  Current scientific research being conducted at the station includes studies on Chinook salmon, lake trout populations, commercial fisheries, and invasive species of Lake Huron.

· Great Lakes Maritime Heritage Center – (Alpena)

This visitor center for the Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary combines a unique maritime museum with a hands-on discovery center including a full-size replica of a Great Lakes Schooner.  The center also features an archaeological conservation lab, shipwreck gallery, and scientific research and education facilities.  The Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary covers 448 square miles on Northwestern Lake Huron and contains over 200 known shipwrecks.

· Lafarge Cement Plant & Lafarge Quarry – (Alpena)

Lafarge Corporation in Alpena is part of a global leader in cement manufacturing.  Lafarge has their own quarry on site and a complete cement manufacturing plant; right to the docks for loading huge freighters.  The process is hot (really) but the science and chemistry behind cement is cool!  Come check out the limestone fossils, the quality control labs, the giant kilns, the 1000'+ freighters and the reason why we use cement in so much of our construction of the modern world.

· AJ’s Fresh Produce – (Lachine)

AJ's produce is the perfect example of entrepreneurship and diversity in niche marketing.  AJ MacArthur started with a few strawberries in 1994 (7th grade) and now operated a pick-your-own facility for several berry types, sells pasture-raised beef, does maple syrup, holiday wreathes and greens, pumpkins and other fruits and vegetables.  There is something for every season!  He even has a giant catapult for pumpkin slinging!  He and his wife operate the wholesale and retail facility and he employs several local individuals throughout the year.

· Alpena Shipwreck Glass Bottom Boat tours 

(in conjunction with the Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative) – (Alpena)

Explore the shipwrecks of the Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary without diving or snorkeling.  The sanctuary protects one of America’s best-preserved and nationally significant collection of shipwrecks. Experience preserved shipwrecks, scenic shorelines, and majestic lighthouses.  We will also learn about the unique archaeological features of the sanctuary and Great Lakes freshwater ecology during this tour.

· Alpena High School Agriscience Program & NE Michigan CTE Center Tour – (Alpena)

Tour the Northeast Michigan CTE Center located at Alpena High School and visit the Agriscience program facilities.

Teachers-Teaching-Teachers: 

· Horse Judging – Tracy Hoffman 

Tracey will be sharing useful websites and resources to prepare a team for the State FFA Horse Judging contest and strategies for success.  She will provide a brief overview of the National Contest, which is a different format than the State Contest.  She is going to bring additional copies of the CD that she created several years ago, with additional resources included.  

· TRAC Review Process & Program Funding – Mark Forbush & Torey Birchmeier
Are you worried about your upcoming TRAC review process?  Have no fear, Mark and Torey will go through the TRAC review process from the teachers’ perspective and help you prepare for the review.  In addition, they will cover strategies and information important for securing Added Cost and Perkins funding for your program.    

· Environmental Skills – Gerard Reaume

Gerard will cover the “how to” of training a team for the Environmental Skills contest.  He will provide resources and information necessary for preparing students for competition in the contest.  

Meetings & Updates

· TB/Chronic Wasting Disease Update – Elaine Carlson (MDNRE), Tammy Lacross (MDA) & Warren MacNeill (MDNRE Law Enforcement)

Representatives from the MDNR and the MDA will provide and report and an update regarding bovine tuberculosis in Northeast Michigan.  

· MAAE Meeting 

Update of the current happenings of the Michigan Association of  Agriscience Educators.

· National, State FFA Updates – David Wyrick & Larry Gossen

Update of the current happenings of the National FFA Organization and the Michigan FFA Association.

· MDE & MSU Updates–  Randy Showerman & Matt Raven

Update of the current happenings at Michigan Department of Education and Michigan State University.

